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The hidden health cost of medical waste
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/202008 13-the-hidden-harm-of-medical-plastic-waste-and-
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(1) Claire Teves came to Singapore to | fREES[5] |

1.

2
3
4
5

study the problem of medical waste in developing societies.

. spend half a year working at a cutting-edge medical institution.
. experience the day-to-day medical challenges of poor people.

. become wealthier by working in a world-class medical facility.

. understand how culture shock affects the fellowship of doctors.

(2) 85% of medical waste | mEESI[6] |

1.

2
3
4,
5

does require careful disposal because it is radioactive.

. is PPE that has been used to treat Covid-19 patients.

. can be disposed of easily by putting into food containers.
is essential items used to prevent infectious diseases.

. does not need to be classified as hazardous material.

(3) Great Ormond Street hospital made large savings ’ REES([7]

1.

wok wD

by reminding staff which tasks gloves were intended for.
when mothers decided to bathe their babies themselves.
from making their payments in dollars instead of pounds.
after they found nurses were moving the beds too often.

through changing to non-surgical plastic for their gloves.

(4) Hospitals are looking into cutting food-supply chain emissions by | fREES(8]

1.

2
3
4.
5

(5) As

1.

2
3
4.
5

asking both patients and customers to pay for hospital meals.

. demanding that local farmers unions only provide organic food.
. giving uneaten meals donated by universities to their patients.
working with farmers to make food procurement more efficient.

. reducing their carbon footprint through sustainable composting.

well as saving money, a benefit of reducing medical waste is ’ REES[9]

medical workers will be less confused about what equipment they can reuse.
. doctors don't have to choose between people's health and the environment.

. a cleaner environment means fewer people become sick in the first place.
more surgeons like Claire Teves will have the opportunity to work overseas.

. fewer people argue about naturally aligning sustainability and health care.
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@ Take the healthcare industry’s carbon emissions — | fEZ&ES[10] |
| BEBS1] | | #E&S[12] |, it would be the fifth-largest emitter

of greenhouse gases on the planet,

1. country 2. were 3.a 4. if 5. healthcare
@ | mEESNH3] | | BEBSNH4] | | BEBS[15]
of cost.
1. there 2. question 3. then 4. the 5.1s
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the same device would be thoroughly sterilized and reused until it was worn out and
beyond repair.
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when it comes to saving lives, the patient in front of a doctor is always the
first concern.
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“What health means now is to address those factors that are making people sick in the
first place, . ...~
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